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PASTOR’S LETTER OF WELCOME
2010-2011 SCHOOL YEAR

Dear St. Matthew Parents and Students:

When | think of my childhood experience at a Catholic schdab]e&idoscope of images emerge: the
flowing habits of the Blessed Sacrament Sisters ofrib@rhate Word; the playing of the guitar for school
Masses; the awe of receiving my First Communion; feelmogvg up when acting as a safety patrol; the
lifelong friendships established. Yes, | have wonderful mezaai attending Blessed Sacrament
Elementary School in Laredo. Later in life | attende@élother Catholic institutions of learning: the

U. of Notre Dame, The Jesuit School of Theology in Berkelafifornia, and the Oblate School of
Theology here in San Antonio. | also had the privilegedohat two local Catholic Schools: Holy
Cross High School and St. Cecilia Elementary and Middi®&c So not only am | a product of Catholic
Schools but | am also a strong believer in them. Theg tiee ability to profoundly shape our lives.

We, the faculty, staff and administration of St. Matw School, are extremely grateful that you have
decided to send your child to our school and have entrustettiuthevgreat responsibility of educating
them and forming them in faith. Catholic Schools areasure. They instill discipline in the classroom
and on the playing field, religious values that act esnapass in guiding our lives, and a quality
education that uses time tested instructional technitpa¢prepare students for higher education. Itis an
honor to begin my first year at St. Matthew's Paristh &ohool and to be part of this outstanding institute
of learning.

Maybe, like me, you are new to the school and a bit overwhelitedearning new procedures and
faces. Or maybe you are a seasoned school parent, cdig@ma at home at St. Matthews and ready to
get even more involved in leadership roles in our schoolar&liwelcome and all of you are an integral
part of our school family.

The following pages include the St. Matthew School HandbodgasP read it in full. It includes
valuable information for you and your child(ren). In ordekeéep current, a committee of parents,
faculty, administration and School Council review andsevhis handbook on a yearly basis. We thank
all who helped develop this handbook, especially the School CaumacStacey Henry who coordinated
our efforts. Please make note of any changes from the psesiition of our handbook.

St. Matthew School has a wonderful administrative stafffacdlty who are here to help you. | strongly
encourage you to be an active participant in our school bydatteP.T.C. meetings and by volunteering
to help in your child’s homeroom or in any other venues faricer Be open to share your gifts and
talents with us. Also, remember that a strong Sitthéw Parish helps make a strong St. Matthew School
and vice versa. We invite you, whether you are a regispenéshioner or belong to another community

of faith, to feel free to participate in the many mineg and organizations found here at St. Matthews.
Once again, welcome!

Fr. Dennis D. Aréchiga
Pastor
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Be it known to all who enter here,
That CHRIST is the reason for our school,
The unseen but ever present Teacher in our classes,
The Model of our faculty and
The Inspiration of our students.

St. Matthew Catholic School develops the whole student as a follower of Jesus Christ.
The school supports a unique educational environment in which students and staff can
experience the presence and love of God through a greater love for their Church,
community, and country. In this setting, all are called to proclaim the Gospel message,
to unite in worship and to respond to the needs of the community through fellowship and
social justice. We strive to serve all through the sharing of their spiritual gifts and
temporal goods.
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Service hours are a requirement of the religion curiouh Grades 6, 7 and 8. Sixth grade
students are required to perform 6 hours of service oveotlnse of their school year; seventh
grade students are required to perform 12 hours of serviceu( éach semester); and eighth
grade students are required to perform 26 hours of service (8 éach semester). Students
who perform activities for the parish, school or looainmunity without compensation can
receive service hours for the work done. Householdeshare not considered service hours.
Service hours awarded over the summer break can bedapiptiee fall semester fof"and &'
graders and to the yearly total fdt graders. An explanation of the service hour requiresnent
and a full discussion of the activities that can bégpered for service credit, will take place in
each home room religion class. Students may stantradating service hours over the summer
break by volunteering at Vacation Bible school omailar activity.
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Students needing accommodations for medical issues img/uzlt not limited to chronic
conditions like diabetes, use of the school elevajecial diet requests, allergies, etc. will be
required to have a 504 Form on file with the school. &meguests can only be honored when
this form is in place. A new/updated form must be piteskeach school year.
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